NEWS

Summer 2018
Hope UK Annual Conference
Each year we invite all staff, trustees, volunteers and other members to our Annual Conference. As Generation Hope (GH) continues to grow we have more and more young people attending the weekend. This year we had 120 people overall, with slightly more than one third
of attendees under the age of 25.

Our 15+ group felt the weekend was too short, so they asked to start on the Thursday evening rather than the Friday, so as the ‘adults’ arrived the young people were already well in to
their weekend. (In fact, they planed and led most of their own activities.)
We always have some sessions with everyone together, and others where we split up for
workshops. This year workshops included a Magic Lantern show, revisiting basic training, ideas to help develop Generation Hope, teenage development, working with people with autism
and understanding gaming. GH workshops included a visit from Jews for Jesus and a session
on pornography by The Naked Truth Project.
Matt Summerfield (Urban Saints) spoke on ‘Facing the Giants’ at our main meeting on Saturday evening.
We had ‘families’ for the weekend, and on Saturday afternoon they competed with each other at a sports day, with activities including sack races and egg and spoon races!

The weekend is a great chance to meet Hope UK people and learn more about what we do—
the dates for next year are April 12th—14th 2019 and it will be held at All Nations College,
Ware, Hertfordshire (the 15+ group are starting a day early again!). You are welcome to join
us.

Sponsored Walk
When we were the Band of Hope (!) groups often used to do marches through
the streets of the city or town they were from. (You can find videos of this on
You Tube.) Two trustees decided we should do something similar. (Forgetting
we don’t have quite as many members these days!)
So with great enthusiasm a small group of intrepid staff, volunteers, family and
friends did the first of what we hope will be an Annual Walk through Central
London. We met outside Westminster Tube Station—some of us in costume—
and walked from there to Southwark Bridge, crossing over the Thames at each
bridge we came to.
Although we were very few, we raised over £500 for our work.

Busy Volunteers!
We now have teams of volunteers in areas around the UK regularly working
outside shops and museums, in libraries and community centres and at local
events to do direct drug education with members of the public. Sometimes
this work is targeted—for example when we work at regular sports events for
young people, or with after-school clubs in libraries—and some we just work
with whoever passes by and has time to stop and have a go at that various
educational activities at our stands.
Some conversations are quick, but very often people stay and talk through all
kinds of drug related issues, or stay to learn more about what we are focusing on that day. (In fact, one of our Generation Hope members who helps us
with this work finds it difficult to get people to leave the stand so she can talk
to someone else!)
Occasionally, people return to tell us how they are doing—for example, several times people have returned to meet one of our volunteers to tell them
they have cut down or stopped using a substance (stopping smoking, for example).
At the moment we are regularly (meaning once a month or more) doing this
work at Mitcham and Westcotes (Leicester) libraries, around Northampton, in
Swansea town centre, outside Tate Modern (Bankside) and at ProStar FC in
East London.

Future Events...
Generation Hope Events
Resilience Training Day, St James School, Glossop, SK18. 7th July 2018, 10am
to 3pm. Contact Sharon (s.murphy@hopeuk.org) for more information (Age 11+)

Generation Hope Ball, All Hallows on the Wall, 83 London Road, EC2M. 8th

September 2018, 5pm—11pm. Contact Hannah (h.luke@hopeuk.org) for more
information (Age 13+)

‘Friendships and Relationships’, Latimer Congregational Church, Ernest
Street, London E1. 29th September 2018. 10am—4pm Contact Hannah
(h.luke@hopeuk.org) Age 11-19

15+ Weekend, Chellington Centre, near Bedford. 2nd—4th November, 6pm Friday to lunch Sunday. Contact h.luke@hopeuk.org. Age 15-25.

Self-Esteem Day, Latimer Congregational Church, Ernest Street, London E1.
17th November 2018, 10am—4.30pm. Contact h.luke@hopeuk.org. Age 11-20
years.

We will also be hosting social events during the summer—contact Hannah to find
out more.

Volunteer Training
Our Basic Training Course starts again for a new cohort of volunteers and we
still have places.
Basic One—7th—9th September
Basic Two—19th—21st October
Basic Three—30th November—2nd December
Basic Four—Jan 2018 (date to be confirmed).
All weekends are at Latimer Congregational Church, Ernest Street, E1. Travel,
food and accommodation provided. (contact Chloe—c.dengel@hopeuk.org for an
application pack).

Drugs, Sex and You (Or Drugs, Life and You) - a training weekend to

learn how to lead this course—for Hope UK volunteers only. 13th—15th July at
Latimer Congregational Church. Contact Chloe for more information.

New Videos
Hope UK now has several new videos. You can find them on our website. We
have four videos about our work—on volunteering, fundraising, detached
work and Drugs, Sex and You. We also have six films about smoking available through the website. These are useful if you have a specific thing you
want to teach—each video covers a different aspect of smoking, and include
some very funny short films.
The easiest way to find them on the website is to go to www.hopeuk.org/
hope-uk-films and look for them there.
As you may know, we are always looking for volunteers, so if you have a
church or place you might be able to show our video, it would be so helpful
to us—we are happy to post you whichever film appeals to you on a USB
stick, if that would be easier.

Volunteers on the Run
GoodGym runners visited the office to do volunteering for Hope UK. They ran to us from
City Hall, gave us one hour of their time, making resources, and then ran back!
There were 9 of them so we had 9 hours of
volunteering in just one hour!
Thank you!

Is your information up to date?
We hope you enjoy hearing from Hope UK, about our work. However, we are aware
that we may be contacting an organisation and the person we used to mail has
moved on—or maybe you would prefer not to hear from us any more.
Please contact us at enquiries@hopeuk.org if you would prefer not to hear from us
again (or call us on 020 7928 0848)
Hope UK, 50 Gold Street, Kettering, NN16 8JB
T: 020 7928 0848
E: enquiries@hopeuk.org
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